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Sunny: High 37, Low 25 


Abbott seeks to slow property taxes 


Governor proposes 2.5 percent cap 
on revenues for local governments 


By Mike Ward, 
Mike Morris 
and Jacob Carpenter 


Launching a new round 
in a long-running fight, 
Gov. Greg Abbott on Tues- 
day unveiled a plan to curb 


soaring property taxes in 
Texas by restricting how 
much additional revenue 
cities, counties and school 
districts can spend each 
year. 

The plan — which prom- 
ises to be a centerpiece of 


Abbott’s re-election cam- 
paign — would place a 2.5 
percent cap on revenue 
growth from property tax- 
es collected by local taxing 
agencies, with exceptions 
for law enforcement and 
school teacher pay raises. 
If local officials wanted 
toraise that cap, and spend 
more, they would have to 
get voter approval. If they 


stuck with the cap, prop- 
erty tax rates could drop. 
The proposal drew 
sharp reaction from lo- 
cal officials, with Harris 
County Judge Ed Emmett 
saying the proposal would 
“destroy” Harris County 
government if the limit 
on revenue is not comple- 
mented with a new rev- 
enue source such as a con- 


sumption tax. 

Mayor Sylvester Turner 
said the proposal would 
“strangle local govern- 
ments.” 

The proposal is expect- 
ed to face strong opposi- 
tion from cities, counties 
and school districts, which 
in many areas have been 
raising taxes to cover ex- 
panding needs, especially 


in Houston and other fast- 
growing parts of the state. 
Between 2015 and 2016, 
Abbott said Houston grew 
its property-tax revenue 
by 6 percent, and Harris 
County tax revenues grew 
by more than 7 percent. 
Had the revenue growth 
cap been in effect, Hous- 
ton taxpayers would have 
Abbott continues on A15 


TO OUR READERS 


Delivery of today’s 
Chronicle may 
have been delayed 
because of icy road 
conditions. 


NATION 


Americans 
without 
insurance 
on the rise 


The number of 
Americans without 
health coverage, 
which declined for 
years after passage 
of the Affordable 
Care Act, shot up in 
President Donald 
Trump’s first year 
in office, according 
to data from a new 
national survey. 
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Houston Chronicle 
The vacant mall 
sits on 18 acres of 
land on Texas 6. 


New owners bet 
outlet can help 
save West Oaks 
The new owners of 
the former Macy’s 

at West Oaks Mall 
have big plans 

to redevelop the 
property into an 
outlet destination, 
but experts say 

the store’s closure 
sounds the death 
knell for the 
struggling mall. 
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CONGRESS 


Shutdown looms 
as GOP seeks 
short-term plan 
Lawmakers clash 
over immigration, 
and a top House 
Democrat refuses 

to guarantee 
Democratic votes to 
keep the government 
open, racheting 

up chances fora 
shutdown at week’s 
end. Page A8 


CITY | STATE 


Surveillance 
video shown in 
couple’s killing 
At a news 
conference on 
Tuesday, Harris 
County Sheriff Ed 
Gonzalez plays and 
replays surveillance 
video of two persons 
of interest as he 
asks the public for 
help solving the 
“brazen, horrific” 
execution-style 
killing of a Spring 


STORM PUTS 
AREA IN ICY GRIP 


Brett Coomer / Houston Chronicle 


Zach Arnold tries to make a snow angel while playing in light snow that fell in Spring on Tuesday, 
when unusually low temperatures and a mix of precipitation brought the area to a standstill. 


Sub-freezing temps leave one dead; warm-up is on way 


By Robert Downen 
and Mihir Zaveri 


A rare winter storm brought the 
Houston region to a virtual stand- 
still Tuesday, bringing sub-freezing 
temperatures that left one person 
dead and icy roads that caused 
hundreds ofaccidents even as most 
of area schools, governments and 
businesses closed their doors for 
the day. 

Faced with continuing frigid 


What’s open today? 
» Not much. School districts and 
universities across the area canceled 
classes a second day. Page A13 


temperatures through at least mid- 
day Wednesday, dozens of school 
districts, colleges and agencies an- 
nounced another round of closures 
as Officials called for Houstonians 
to give the weather — and the roads 
— one more day to warm up. 


“Tt makes no sense to put your 
employees in harm’s way unless its 
absolutely necessary that they be 
at work,” Harris County Judge Ed 
Emmett said late Tuesday. 

Mayor Sylvester Turner urged 
residents to stay off the roads until 
the ice begins to thaw. 

“If you don’t have to be on the 
road, please don’t be on the roads,” 
Turner said. “For the next 24 hours 
it’s going to be somewhat treacher- 

Icy continues on A13 


Ice sends parents scrambling for child care 


With schools and day care centers closed, 
taking kids to work is only option for some 


By Maggie Gordon 


Miles Christoff carefully folded 
the piece of paper in front of him 
as he sat in an empty restaurant. 
He’s only 6 years old, but he 
knows the drill: On storm and 
“snow days,” Miles and his older 
brother Seamus, 9, accompany 
their mother to work. 


they’re 16, they'll be able to run 
the place,” said Miles’ mother, 


Jordann Foreman. Foreman is 


the special events manager at 
Underbelly restaurant. And on 
Tuesday afternoon, as she went 
through her laundry list of to-dos, 
her kids passed the time at The 
Hay Merchant craft food and beer 
bar next door. 


throughout the greater Houston 
area were out of school on Tues- 
day, when a wintry mix made 
many of the city’s roads too haz- 
ardous to try. As a result, families 
throughout the region scrambled 
to find child care solutions for a 
rare snow day. 

“This isn’t the first time they’ve 
spent the day at Hay Merchant,” 
Foreman said of her two sons. “In 
the mornings, it’s their own pri- 
vate clubhouse. And at 3 o’clock, 
when the restaurant opens, it’s 


Texans 
hope 

to spur 
earmark 
revival 


Spending perks 
could aid flood, 
highway projects 


By Dug Begley 
and Mihir Zaveri 


Texas’ congressional 
delegation and a handful 
of others are looking to 
revive earmarks — a now- 
prohibited congressional 
perk that led to accusa- 
tions of patronage and cor- 
ruption — to solve some of 
Houston’s flood and high- 
way project backlog. 

Elected leaders in Con- 
gress are hoping to spark 
an earmark revival with 
a key hearing Wednesday 
in Washington. Support- 
ers and opponents have 
both geared up for the dis- 
cussion, promised when 
House Speaker Paul Ryan, 
R-Wis., staved off a closed- 
door vote in November by 
the GOP leadership to re- 
turn to earmarks. 

A subcommittee of the 
House Rules Committee 
convenes Wednesday to 
discuss options for con- 
gressional funding. The full 
rules committee is sched- 
uled to meet Thursday. 

During the discussion, 
Rep. John Culberson, R- 
Houston, plans to revisit 
earmarks of some sort that 
would enable Congress to 
directly prioritize specific, 
long-sought projects. 

Earmarks continues on A15 


Plan would 
widen use 
of nuclear 
weapons 


Pentagon wants 
to use them 
in cyberattacks 


By David E. Sanger 
and William J. Broad 
NEW YORK TIMES 


WASHINGTON — A 
newly drafted United States 
nuclear strategy that has 
been sent to President Don- 
ald Trump for approval 
would permit the use of nu- 
clear weapons to respond to 
a wide range of devastating 
but non-nuclear attacks on 
American infrastructure, 
including what current 
and former government of- 
ficials described as the most 
crippling kind of cyberat- 
tacks. 

For decades, U.S. presi- 
dents have threatened 
“first use” of nuclear weap- 
ons against enemies in 
only very narrow and lim- 


couple. ‘ cies ; : 
Pano A3 “We all assume that by the time More than 1.1 million students Day continues on A13 ited circumstances, such 
as in response to the use of 
Nuclear continues on A16 
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